
The State and the Arts in Singapore
Policies and Institutions
Edited by: Terence Chong (ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore)

This book covers Singapore’s key arts policies and art institutions which have shaped the cultural 
landscape of the country from the 1950s to the present.

The scholars and experts in this volume critically assess arts policies and arts institutions 
to collectively provide an overview of how arts and culture have been deployed by the state. The 
chapters are arranged chronologically to cover milestone events from the forging of ‘Malayan 
culture’; the government’s ‘anti-yellow culture’ campaign; the use of ‘culture’ for tourism; the 
setting up of the Advisory Council on Arts and Culture, the Renaissance City Report, the setting 
up of the School of the Arts, and others.

Putting to rest the notion that Singapore is a ‘cultural desert’, this volume is valuable reading 
for students of cultural policy, policy makers who seek an understanding of Singapore’s cultural 
trajectory, and for international readers interested in Singapore’s arts and cultural policy.
568pp | Aug 2018
978-981-3236-88-2
Published by World Scientific

Art Hats in Renaissance City
Reflections & Aspirations of Four Generations of Art Personalities
Edited by: Lee Renee Foong Ling (Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore)

Art Hats in Renaissance City is an anthology of the personal reflections and aspirations of four 
generations in the new ecostructure in Singapore, from those who help formulate policies to 
that of the individual artists, who have helped develop and build an exciting arts and cultural 
scene from scratch and into a viable economic model. As evidenced by the professions featured 
in this anthology, the scope of work within the creative and cultural industries is diverse, from 
backgrounds such as history, communications, management, economics, law, science, art, 
psychology and entertainment.

Beyond theory, the anthology offers an authentic voice of real and lived experiences of the 
go-to people, their personal role in heritage development, and their thoughts and insights on 
our, albeit developing, art scene since Singapore’s independence.
360pp | Mar 2015
978-981-4630-77-1
Published by World Scientific
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Soul of Ink
Lim Tze Peng at 100
By Tai Ho Woon

“I first met Mr Lim at the Chung Cheng High School 80th Anniversary celebration in 2019. He 
showed me the huge artwork hung on the school wall, a cross between a calligraphy of Man Jiang 
Hong《满江红》 (The River Runs Red) and a painting. I am very simple when it comes to art 
appreciation, and that piece of work managed to evoke a sense of awe in me. I visited Mr Lim’s 
studio later, and spoke with him at length about his work. What amazed and impressed me most 
was his young mind. He has made a conscious effort to reinvent his artwork over and over again, 
and you can see how his style has evolved over the decades. Something he said is etched in my 
mind, ‘I can’t sleep well at night sometimes, because I am thinking through how to paint what I 
have in mind.’ Mr Lim is a true lifelong learner, artist and gentleman.”

Mr Ong Ye Kung
Then Minister for Transport

Chairman, Chinese Development Assistance Council
Then Board Member, Monetary Authority of Singapore

MP Sembawang GRC

Soul of Ink: Lim Tze Peng at 100 pays tribute to the remarkable achievement of artistic renaissance 
at 100. It traces the lean beginnings of Lim Tze Peng’s early years, relives the times of controversy 
over the artist’s innovations in Chinese calligraphy, and celebrates his breakthroughs. Throughout 
the book, attention is paid to Lim Tze Peng the man, the foundation of everything that is 
admirable about Lim Tze Peng the artist. It looks at the man behind the art, and how art has 
given life to him and his family.
260pp | Jun 2021
978-981-123-702-7
Published by World Scientific

The TENG Guide to the Chinese Orchestra
By Chenwei Wang (The TENG Company, Singapore), Junyi Chow (The TENG Company, 
Singapore), Samuel Wong (The TENG Company, Singapore)

“This is arguably the first and most comprehensive monograph about Chinese instruments and 
their orchestration to be published in English. I am awestruck by these young musicians’ dedication 
towards promoting the Chinese orchestra globally, and am confident that this publication will open 
doors to another world of music!”

Liu Sha
Resident Conductor, China National Traditional Orchestra

Music Director, Macao Chinese Orchestra

The TENG Guide to the Chinese Orchestra is a seminal guide to equip composers, scholars and 
music enthusiasts worldwide with the necessary knowledge to work with Chinese musical 
instruments. The INSTRUMENTATION section outlines the history, physical attributes and 
performance techniques of Chinese musical instruments in detail. It also includes practical scoring 
advice for composers and reference charts for fingerings and chords. The ORCHESTRATION 
section contains systematic analyses of score excerpts from Chinese orchestra pieces spanning 
the last 60 years to demonstrate how Chinese musical instruments work together in an orchestra.
624pp | Jun 2019
978-981-3233-64-5
Published by World Scientific

Books & Arts •

47  Volume 1, 2022


